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SOGDIAN CRAFTSWOMEN HELP DEVELOP FRUIT PROCESSING IN THE 

PAMIRS 

Specialists from Kanibadam district of Sughd region conducted practical training on fruit 

processing for local residents in Siponj village of Rushan district of GBAO.  

During the two-day training, Qanoat Jurayeva and Mutabar Zoirova showed interested residents 

of Siponj and Darjomj villages of Bartang valley the whole technological process of drying 

apricots and apples. They did not need any special or expensive equipment for this purpose.   

According to Q.Jurayeva, in Kanibadam special attention is paid to growing high-quality and 

high-yielding apricot seedlings in nurseries and residents of Gorno-Badakhshan can also learn 

this experience. "Processing apricots is a very profitable business and I am sure that local 

participants of our training realized it. Therefore, they participated with great interest in the fruit 

drying process and asked many questions. It would be very good if interested local people came 

to us in Kanibadam to develop their knowledge and skills in this field," she said.   

In her opinion, there is nothing difficult in the process of fruit processing, and if you work hard, 

people will be able to get good income and thus improve their living conditions. "I think there 

are all the opportunities to develop this business in your region. The fruit crop is good. But your 

main potential is hard-working people," Jurayeva added.   

According to M. Zoirova, sale of dried apricots is the main income of her family. "In the city of 

Kanibadam the market works 6 days a week, and we have the opportunity to sell our products, 

which are in great demand. We also plan to send dried apricots to Russia for sale," she 

mentioned.   

During the training, she said, she noticed that local residents are very interested in mastering the 

new technology of waste-free fruit processing. According to Zoirova "as soon as they receive 

their first income from the sale of their products, they will be much more motivated to do so. We 

are ready to continue to cooperate with local residents and share our experience with them".  

According to Siponj Village resident Sarkori Davlatmammadov, during the training, for the first 

time in practice he got acquainted with the technology of fruit processing, which is used in 

Sughd Oblast. 

As Davlatmadov said: "women only collect a small amount of quality fruit from us for their 

families' consumption. Most of the harvest is used to feed animals. We also dried fruit, but the 

quality of the dried fruit leaves much to be desired. Now we have mastered a new technology for 

us, and we intend to do this profitable business, because we have plenty of fruit in the village".   

In his opinion, processing and then realization of dried fruits will contribute to the improvement 

of living standards of the local population in the current crisis conditions, when migrant workers 

began to send their families much less money compared to previous years.   



Gulsara Gulomaseinova, a resident of Darjomj village, said she has a large orchard, but most of 

her crops remain unused and are lost. "By participating in the training, I learned a lot, and I have 

a strong desire to engage in fruit processing. I really liked this simple technology of drying 

apricots, apples and other fruits, especially since there is no need to use any sophisticated 

equipment," she says.   

Her husband used to work in Russia because of a lack of funds, but now he travels to Khorog for 

seasonal work, she said. "We don't get any income from fruit, although we have a large garden. 

In the course of the training, I realized how profitable it is to dry fruits and sell dried fruits, and, 

of course, I intend to engage in this business in order to improve the living conditions of our 

family," G. Gulomaseinova said.   

According to the director of the CAMP Tabiat Public Foundation, Umed Bulbulshoyev, fruit 

processing will allow villagers to get additional income and reduce the level of food security in 

their villages.   

"The development of this business will contribute to the creation of new enterprises and new 

jobs, especially for women. In turn, the improvement of the economic condition of households 

will help them to better adapt to current and future climate change, as climate change has a 

strong impact on agriculture and livestock, on which the well-being of most villagers depends," 

he added.  

The training in Siponj village was supported by CAMP Tabiat within the framework of the 

"Ecosystem –based Adaptation to Climate Change in High Mountainous Regions of Central 

Asia" (EbA) project. This project assists the residents of two mountainous villages of Siponj and 

Darjomj in the Bartang Valley to adapt by reducing risk or vulnerability associated with current 

and projected climate impacts.   

The EbA project is being implemented by the German Society for International Cooperation 

(GIZ) in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan on behalf of the German Government. In 

Tajikistan GIZ partner in the project implementation is CAMP Tabiat. 

 

   


